
Preschool students at Stony Mill Elementary have participated in sev-

eral exciting, hands-on activities during the month of February! On 

Groundhog Day, Mrs. Austin’s class learned about shadows. First, the 

class discussed what shadows are and how they are created. Before 

watching Punxsutawney Phil emerge from his burrow, the children 

discussed predictions and created a graph depicting whether or not 

they thought he would see his shadow. Most of the children predicted 

that he would see his shadow, and they learned that that means six 

more weeks of winter for us! Later, the class went outside and created 

shadows with small plastic animals and were able to trace them on a 

sheet of paper. They even created their own shadows with their bod-

ies during outside time.   

 

 

 

 

 

On the 100th Day of School, Miss Dodson’s class counted all day long! 

They participated in a variety of activities where the students were 

asked to count to 10...10 times! Some of the fun learning opportunities 

included working out with 100 exercise movements, eating 100 pieces 

of a special snack, licking a popsicle 100 times, and bingo dotting 100 

times to make a gumball machine! The students were also able to prac-

tice counting by 10s with Miss Dodson to reach 100. What an enjoyable 

day they had celebrating that they were all 100 days brighter! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

To prepare for Valentine’s Day, Ms. Adams’ class put their brains to 

work and participated in a classic engineering activity as they used 

toothpicks and gummy Valentines to build structures. They talked 

about how engineers use tools such as rulers and measuring tape to 

build things as they created structures of their own using those same 

tools. Once given the materials, the future engineers used their imagi-

nations to plan and build gummy Valentine structures of their own! 

 

 

 

 

KDIs promoted in these lessons include: Planning- Children make plans and follow through on their intentions, Gross Motor 

Skills- Children demonstrate strength, flexibility, balance and timing in using their large muscles, Fine Motor Skills- Children 

demonstrate dexterity and hand-eye coordination in using their small muscles, Vocabulary- Children understand and use a vari-

ety of words and phrases, Counting- Children count things, Measuring- Children measure to describe, compare and order 

things, Art- Children express and represent what they observe, think, imagine, and feel through two-and three-dimensional art, 

Experimenting- Children experiment to test their ideas, Predicting- Children predict what they expect will happen next, Tools 

and Technology- Children explore and use tools and technology, and Community Roles- Children recognize that people have 

different roles and functions in the community. 

Stony Mill students celebrate the month of February 
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